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COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HOBART, INDIANA
ORDINANCE NO. 2013-35

An Ordinance Amending the Municipal Code of the City of Hobart
Concerning Property Maintenance Regulations

WHEREAS, the Common Council (“Council”) of the City of Hobart, Indiana
(“City”) has taken notice of an apparent increase in the incidence of unsightly properties
in the City, with the performance of little or no property maintenance by the owner, or
maintenance activities which fail to meet minimum standards of appearance and
effectiveness; and

WHEREAS, the Council has been further informed that the current Municipal
Code provisions of the City governing property maintenance are inadequate to address
the conditions now being encountered by the City’s Code Enforcement program; and

WHEREAS, the Council now desires through this ordinance to provide specific
legal duties of owners of property within the City and to enhance the ability of the City to
require and enforce proper and adequate maintenance practices.

THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Common Council of the City of Hobart,
Indiana as follows:

SECTION ONE. The Municipal Code of the City of Hobart, Indiana
(“Code”), Chapter 150 entitled “BUILDING REGULATIONS:
CONSTRUCTION, " in the sub-chapter entitled “General Provisions, is hereby
amended by striking out the entirety of the language contained in §150.011
entitled “DUTY TO MAINTAIN PROPERTY” and inserting in lieu thereof the
following new language:

§150.11 DUTY TO MAINTAIN PROPERTY.

(A) It shall be the duty of every person or organizations
owning or controlling real property and real property improvements
in the City to maintain such property as follows:

(1) To refrain from allowing any accumulation of
trash, garbage, debris, yard waste or detritus to be stored, kept
or allowed to exist upon property in the City unless properly
stored in City provided or approved receptacles awaiting
pick-up by City or private waste removal personnel, such
pick-up to occur not more than seven (7) days after the trash,
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garbage, debris, yard waste or detritus is accumulated;

(2) To repair all worn, damaged or destroyed exterior
roofs, walls, windows, doors, storm doors, screens for doors
and windows, garages, fences, driveways, steps, railings,
exterior electric lights and other real estate appurtenances,
and to keep same in good repair at all times. Such repairs
must be undertaken within thirty (30) days of the appearance
of any condition which causes the premises, or any part
thereof, to become unsightly, unsafe to the occupants or
invitees, or amounting to a nuisance under the provisions of
the Code governing nuisances;

(3) To refrain from covering any roof or other exterior
building surface with a tarpaulin or other non-permanent
covering for a period in excess of thirty (30) days without the
approval of the City Building Commissioner, and only as a
temporary measure pending repairs;

(4) To refrain from openly parking or storing any
motor vehicle, trailer or recreational vehicle which is not in
running condition or, in the case of a trailer, is not road-
worthy) or is not duly licensed and registered in the State of
Indiana for a period of more than three (3) days;

(5) To refrain from allowing any accumulation of
waste water, filth, offal, animal waste or human excrement to
exist on any property or to be deposited from any property or
allowed to flow from any property onto a street, road or
public way;

(6) To refrain from openly storing any boat or other
watercraft which is not sea-worthy or currently registered in
the State of Indiana;

(7) To refrain from allowing the growth of grass,
weeds and noxious vegetation upon any property in violation
of the standard prescribed in §50.15 of the Municipal Code;

(8) To refrain from allowing the deterioration of the
exterior painted surfaces of any structure such that more than
25% of such surfaces are cracked, chipped, peeling or
severely discolored for a period of more than 180 days;
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(9) To refrain from allowing broken glass upon
windows or doors to exist for a period longer than fifieen (15)
days;

(10) To refrain from allowing any damage to a
structure causing instability or danger of collapse from
termites, rodents, or other vermin to exist for a period of more
than thirty (30) days.

(B) In addition to the specific duties stated above in sub-
section (A) of this Section, it shall be the duty of all persons owning
or controlling houses or premises or vacant lots abutting on any
public way in the city to maintain such houses or premises in a
reasonably clean and orderly manner and to a standard conforming
generally to other houses and premises in that vicinity. No person
shall abandon, neglect or disregard any such premises so as to permit
the same to become unclean with an accumulation of litter or waste.

(C)  Each day during which a violation of the duties
prescribed in sub-sections (A) and (B) of this section are allowed to
continue shall constitute a separate and distinct violation, Each such
violation shall be subject to a fine of not less than $50.00 nor more
than $2,500.00.

SECTION TWO. The provisions of this ordinance shall be deemed to be
severable such that, in the event any court determines that any provision of same is
unenforceable, the balance of the ordinance shall be given effect to the extent
practicable.

SECTION THREE: This ordinance shall become effective upon its
adoption in the manner required by law, and upon publication thereof pursuant to
L.C, §36- 3-4-6-14(b) in two newspapers of general circulation published within
the City pursuant to I.C. §5-3-1-4 (a).

ALL OF WHICH is PASSED and ADORTED by the Common Council of the
City of Hobart, Indiana on this [ day of ﬂmé&/& _ , 2013,

% Mg Officer )
ATTEST: _ 4 24p-, /
eborah A. Longér’élerk ’J}feasﬁrer
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130 PRESENTED by me to the Mayor of the City of Hobart on the Z day
131 0f7>}43£ , 2013 at the hour of /' 5&p.m.
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138 APPROVED, EXECUT D and RETURNED by me to the Common Council of
139 the City of Hobart on this /94 day of s ph ot , 2013.
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143 BrigmKSnedecor, Mayor
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147 Deborah A, Longer,{¢Terk- Tyéasu}er



